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Our Planet Acts

An international theatre-based education project on climate change

Our Planet Acts is an Erasmus+ Key Action 2 project led by FOCO Teatro (Spain), in
partnership with STET Education (The Netherlands) and Calypso Teatro (Italy). The project
runs from 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2025, and focuses on the effects of climate
change on young people across Europe.

Project Aim

Our Planet Acts empowers young people to understand, reflect on, and respond to climate
change. Using theatre methods, we aim to transform environmental concern into informed,
local action. The project encourages participants to become active agents of change in their
communities.

Why This Project Matters

Climate change is one of the most urgent challenges of our time, with direct and growing
impacts on both ecosystems and human life. In Europe alone, extreme weather events—
such as floods, heatwaves, wildfires, and pollution—have caused enormous damage.
According to the European Environment Agency, between 1980 and 2020, climate-related
disasters resulted in economic losses of up to €520 billion.

Some striking recent examples include:



¢ In Spain, droughts and wildfires have reached historical peaks. A severe drought
even exposed the medieval church of Sant Roma de Sau due to falling reservoir
levels.

e In 2024, extreme rainfall (DANA) caused devastating floods in the Valencian
Community, leading to significant loss of life and property.

e Southern European cities are increasingly affected by deadly heatwaves. A study
published in Nature Medicine warns that by 2099, there could be 2.3 million more
heat-related deaths across Europe if action is not taken.

o The Netherlands, while less prone to heat, faces rising sea levels that threaten its
densely populated coastal regions.

These country-specific challenges are part of a shared European and global crisis, which
demands collaborative, creative, and practical responses.

Our Educational Approach

Our Planet Acts takes a non-formal, theatre-based approach to climate education. At the
heart of the project is a GUIDE filled with original, interactive workshops that use theatre,
storytelling, and creative play to explore environmental issues with young people.

Each workshop is designed to:

e Increase awareness of climate issues

e Provide safe and inclusive spaces for expression (community)

e Encourage critical thinking and emotional reflection (empathy)

e Inspire participants to take action in their own lives (empowerment)

Workshops include clear learning objectives, theoretical background, step-by-step
facilitation instructions, required materials, and evaluation tools. Feedback from pilot
sessions and links to additional resources help educators and facilitators adapt the activities
to their own contexts.

International Collaboration

The project is co-funded by the Erasmus+ Programme of the European Union and brings
together three organisations that specialise in theatre-in-education. By combining local
knowledge with international cooperation, the project offers diverse perspectives on
climate challenges and fosters European solidarity and shared learning.

Each partner region brings unique experience:
e Spain is dealing with extreme droughts, floods, and wildfires.
o Italy faces high pollution levels, soil degradation, and severe heatwaves.

e The Netherlands is on the front line of sea level rise and flood prevention.

Working together allows us to better understand the problem, test creative educational
tools, and develop long-term solutions that are both local and transnational.



What You’ll Find in the Guidebook

The Our Planet Acts Guide is a practical resource for educators, youth workers, and
facilitators. It includes:

e Workshop plans covering different climate topics (6 fulld developed workshops
ready to implement in your classroom, session or worgroup)

¢ Basic theoretical foundations of climate education

o Facilitation strategies for inclusive, non-formal learning

o Additional reading and resource links

This approach does not seek to overwhelm young people with fear or data, but instead to
inspire and empower them with tools and confidence to act, create, and lead change—
both inside and outside the classroom.

The guide will be ready by the end of 2025 and will be shared with like-minded
companies, teachers, practicioners free of charge, in the spirits of shared learning and
helping each other.
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